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ACCOUNT, Oe. 


Reverend and dear SIR, 


Hough, I truſt, I have ſincerely endea- 
voured during the whole Time of my 
Miniſtry, a Period conſiderably above thirty 
Years, both to guard myſelf againſt juſt Oc- 
caſions of Offence, and to give the beſt Proofs 
in my Power of my tender benevolent Regards 
to Mankind, yet 1 find that my Character has 
of late been laid under ſome very diſhonour- 
able Imputations. Happy for me that at the 
ſame Time they are as falſe as they are diſgrace- . 
ful, and that I am ſatisfied that I can make 
my Appeal to the Tribunal of the Public with- 
out the leaſt Apprehenſion, after my Defence 
has been made, that they will not entirely ac- 
quit, if not perhaps applaud me. 

An unhappy Ditterence ſprung up ſome Time 
ſince, as you well know, in the Church and 
Congregation at Northampton in Relation to 
the Reverend Mr Villiam Hextal, their Paſtor 
and Miniſter. I had not the ſmalleſt Concern 
in the Affair till the following Letter from Mr 
Jeremiab Ruſdell, one of the Members of the 
Church, came to hand, dated Northampton 
April 1, 1775, which runs as follows, 

A2 Reverend 
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Reverend and dear SIR, 


Flatter myſelf that when you perceive my 

Motive, you will excuſe the Liberty I take 
of writing this Letter. Ido not know whether 
you remember me or not, but I have formerly 
had the Plcaſure of your Company at my 
Houle: how do I with that I had it now for 
one Hour to lay before you an Account of 
Things paſt reſpecting the Church and Society 
to which I belong? 1 ſhall not take up your 
Time now with 3 Things, as thev will be 
all publiſhed to the World, if Attaus are not 
accommodated. I ſhall now only juſt give you 
an Account of our preſent State. 

The Church on Lord's day the 19th of March 
brought their Charges againſt Mr Hextal, 
which chiefly referred to his Inſincerity. Mr 
Hextal laſt Friday anſwered thoſe Charges in 
ſuch a Manner as was ſatisfactory to ſome Per- 
ſons, but by others were judged quite the con- 
trary, and before they left the Meeting, a Mo- 
tion was made that next Thurſday be appoint- 
ed for a Church-Meeting in order to diſmiſs 
cur aged beloved Paſtor from his Office, As 
our Friends, Mr Hexta's Opponents, have 
made Application to you, and ſeveral other 
Miniſters in London, I only wiſh that before 
you had given any Countenance to their Pro- 
cecdings, you had been made acquainted with 
both ſides of the Queſtion: let this be fairly 
done, and as for myſelf I would ſubmit the 
Determination of our Affairs to you, and the 
reſt of the Gentlemen whom our . Opponents 

have 
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have applied to. If poſſible to prevent the raſh 
Step they are about to take, and all the diſ- 
agreeable Conſequences that may attend it; to 
convince them how unwilling we are to come 
to Extremities ; how deſirous to promote the 
Peace and Happineſs of the Society, how little 
we are inclined to have any other than a Goſ- 
pel Preacher, and how we wiſh once more to 
be re- united in Love, Peace, and Friend\{h1p, 
we intend To-Morrow to make the followin 
Propoſals, that as Mr Thorcughgood, the little 
Time he was with us, ſeemed to be univerſally 
approved both by the Miniſter and People who 
heard him, that he may therefore have a gene- 
ral Invitation from this Congregation to come 
and reſide among us as an Aſſiſtant for three 
Months, and at the End thereof, if his Con- 
tinuance with us ſhould be agreeable to Mr 
Thoroughgood and the Society, that then the 
Church {ſhould invite him as a Co-Paſtor, and 
with this further view that, whenever it may 
. Pleaſe the Almighty to render our preſent Pat- 
tor, either through want of Health, or an 
other Cauſe, unable to perform his Office, that 
Mr Thoroughgood be then appointed as ſole Paſ- 
tor to the Church, and Miniſter to the Con- 
gregation. | | 

Whether theſe reaſonable Propoſals, this 
healing Meaſure will be attended to 1 cannot 
tell, but Mr Hexta/ approves of them. We all 
like Mr Thoroughgood as a Preacher, and, if it 
had not been for the Manner in which he 
was brought down among us, we ſhould then 
have deſired his Continuance with us, having 
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(78: 
heard a very amiable Character of him from 
all who know him. I write this Letter ſingly 
and alone. My Intention in writing it you 
will eaſily perceive is this: that you, Sir, and 
the reſt of your Brethren in the Miniſtry would 
uſe your Endeavours to prevent the cruel Step 
being taken, and to be the happy Inſtruments 
under Providence of bringing about a Recon- 
ciliation among us, and great will be your 
Pleaſure in Reflection. Thur/day next is the 
Day fixed, therefore any Letter from you to 
our Friends, (Mr HextaPs Opponents) muſt 
be here on Wedneſday to anſwer any ſalutary 
Purpoſe—You will greatly oblige me by read- 


ing this Letter to as many of your Brethren in 
the Miniſtry as poſſible. 


J am, Sir, with great Regard, 
Your moſt Obedient Humble Servant, 


JEREMIAH RUSDELL: 


T HIS Letter from Mr Ruſdell was received 
by me on the Monday Evening, and fo ſolicit- 
ous was I to anſwer his Requeſt, and if poſ- 
ſible prevent the Diviſions of the Church and 
Congregation, and the threatened diſagreeable 
Proceedings againſt Mr Hextal (whom I had 
always valued) by adopting the Propoſals, which. 
to me appeared very deſirable, and conducive 
to the Union and Happineſs both of Miniſters. 
and People, that I went the next Morning to. 
Pinners- Hall, and ſtayed my Brethren there to 
hear the Letter and its Overtures, and give 


their 
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their Opinions upon them. The Reſult of 
which Meeting you will find in the Anſwer 
which on the Tuesday Night I returned to Mr 
Ruſdell. 


London, April 4, 1775. 
SIR 3 


1 Received yours Veſterday Evening. I had 

never been conſulted, nor been concerned 
in any Way whatſoever directly or indirectly 
in your unhappy Differences. No Perſon of 
Northampton wrote me a ſingle Line; no Per- 
ſon from Northampton ever called upon me, or 
ſpoke to me a ſingle Word about your Affairs, 
I had not the leaſt Hand in Mr Winter's com- 
ing among you, ſtaying with you, or depart- 
ing from you. In a Word, Inever met any of 
my Brethren about your Concerns, nor till now 
have had any, not the ſmalleſt Share in your 
Matters by Action or Advice, or have been 
any more intereſted in them further than griev- 
ing to hear of your unhappy State, than if I 
had been an Inhabitant of China or Japan 
I write this to undeceive you as to any Appre- 
henſions to the contrary in this Reſpect, which 
I find are ſuppoſed of me in your Letter. 

I went this Day to Pinners-Hall. After 
Service was over * I communicated your Let- 
ter in no ſmall Aſſembly. There were Meſs. 
Conder, Brewer, Webb, Olding, Barber, and 
others. It ſeems to be their concurrent Senſe 


that your Propoſals ought to be acceded to, 
A 4 and 
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and they one and all are againſt any harſh 
Treatment of your Paſtor, are defirous that 
lenient Meaſures ſhould be purſued, and that 
Mr Hextal ſhould be honourably treated. Dr 
Conder 1 believe will write this Night in his 
own Name, and the Names of his Brethren 
to ſome one or another of the Church, to pre- 
vail with them, if poſſible, not to exclude Mr 
Hextal, and to accept your Propoſals, I moſt 
heartily wiſh that their Deſires may be com- 
lied with, and that Peace and Harmony may 
G reſtored among you, and that your good 
Paſtor may not have his advanced Years em- 
bittered by any unchriſtian Uſage. Preſent 
my kindeſt Reſpects to Mr Hextal, aſſure him 
of my Brotherly Affection, and that I ſhould 
moſt heartily rejoice to find the preſent Cloud 
overblown. As to Mr Thoroughgood, if you 
can obtain him, he may be a Perſon above all 
others whom I know who may be likely to 
ſatisfy your Minds, and heal your Breaches. 
He was my Pupil. I have known him many 
Years: he is moſt irreproachable and exem- 
plary in his Character, a Man of good Abili- 
ties, learned, prudent, good-natured, modeſt, 
and of Evangelical Sentiments, with a warm 
Heart, I doubt not,. for vital and practical 
Godlineſs. I hardly know upon the Whole 
a young Miniſter who is his Equal. 

If I can in any Reſpect be of any further 
Service, or if you think in any inſtance I may 
be of Service to you, you are not only welcome 
to, but may command my beſt Endeavours. 


Fain would I find, inſtead of the Standard of 
War 


of 
—— — — ——+þ . 


—— — — 


3 
War diſplayed, the peaceful Olive flor riſhing 


among you. I am in Haſte, but am with the 
n Sincerity, 


Your Obe dient, Aßectionate Servant, 


THoMAs GIBBONS. 


Permit me, my dear Friend, to obſerve that 
it was merely from Solicitation that both my 
Brethren at Pinners-Hall, and myſelf met to- 
gether upon this Buſineſs, that our Opinions 
were conciliatory, and that we were harmo- 
nious in them. As to myſelf I am ſure that 
the Letter I wrote breathed the very Senti- 
ments of my Soul, and I leave you and the 
World to judge whether I officiouſly thruſt 
myſelf into this Affair, or whether 1 did or 
wrote any Thing hitherto unbecoming a Chril- 
tian Miniſter, the profeſſed Friend of Peace 
and Holinels, 

It appears from the Pamphlet that has been 
publiſhed upon theſe Affairs F, that at the 
Thursday's Church- Meeting, the Day fol- 
lowing the reception of my Letter, Mr Hextal's 
Opponents, to whom it had been communi- 
cated, would not permit it to be read, and 

that 


+ The Pamphlet here and afterwards referred to is intitled the 
pernicious Effets of Relig ious Contentions and Bigotry, exemplified 
in a Series of undoubied Facts almoſt unparailelet in the Diſ/enting 
Annals, which bade lately happened relative to that Church and 
Congregation at Northampton, which for many Years xwere under the 


Care of the late learned and worthy Dr Doiomatogs, By a Mem- 


ber of the Congregation, 
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that one of them defired that the Com- 


ing to a Determination with Regard to Mr 
Hextal might be poſtponed till Lord day Seven- 
night following, ſignifying, that he was going 
to London, and that before they proceeded any 
further he wiſhed for an Opportunity of ſeeing 
the London-Miniſters, and talking further with 
them on the Subject. Accordingly the Matter 
was adjourned. Upon this Mr Ruſdell wrote 
me a ſecond Letter giving me an Account of 
the Particulars of the Meeting, and ſtill abid- 
ing by the Propoſals of Mr Thoroughgood's com- 
ing among them. At the end of the Letter 
ſaying, © If you, Sir, and your Brethren ima- 
* gine you have any Influence over thoſe who 
« are the warmeſt for Mr Hextal's Diſmiſſion, 
* and can do any Thing to prevent Extremi- 
ties, may Bleſſings from the great Head of 
* the Church reſt upon you #!” On the 
Tueſday following, April 1 1th, ſome Opponents 
to Mr Hextal, and at the ſame Time a Friend 
of his, all from Northampton, met the Miniſters 
in the Veſtry at Pinners-Hall. Both Sides were 
heard, and it was the unanimous Opinion of 
all the Miniſters preſent, namely, Meſſieurs 
Conder, Fiſher, Brewer, Pitts, Olding, Webb, 
Gibbons, &c. that the Church ſhould fall in 


with the Propoſals with Regard to Mr Tho 


roughgood, and I well remember that I aſked 
one of Mr Hextal's Opponents, © What I had 
« done to deſerve ſuch a Treatment as not to 
have my Letter read to the Church?” Hence 

you 


See the Letter at large in the Pamphlet intitled The perni- 
cious Effects of religious Contentians and Bigotry P. 21—24. 
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you will perceive, Dear Sir, that hitherto there 
was no Change in my Mind as to the pacific 
Plan I had recommended, and that there was 
not the leaſt Occaſion given by me for any 
Perſon to entertain a Surmiſe that I had in the 
leaſt departed from the Sentiments I had avow- 
ed in my Letter. I know it has been ſuggeſted, 
that the Miniſters at Pinners-Hall would have 
done better not to have interpoſed in theſe Mat- 
ters. But let me aſk any conſiderate Perſon, 
upon conſidering the Purport of Mr Ruſdells 
Letter to me, and that both ſides, I mean the 
Opponents to Mr Hextal and his Friends, came- 
to London to lay the Caſe before the Miniſters, 
if it would have been kind Treatment, eſpecially 
in ſo important a Concern as the Welfare of 
a Chriſtian Church, and the Peace of an aged 
Miniſter, whoſe Situations were now come 
to ſuch an alarming Criſis, if the Miniſters had 
peremptorily refuſed giving their Sentiments, 
eſpecially after they had before given their 
Opinion and this at the very earneſt Solici- 
tation of Mr Ruſdell? I will aſk further, whe- 
ther there was any Thing appeared when the 
Miniſters were conſulted in this Affair arro- 
gant, aſſuming, or dictatorial? And whether 
their Advices were not kind and pacific, evi- 
dently tending not to inflame and promote, but 
heal and compoſe the unhappy Differences at 
Northampton? How unjuſtly then as well as 
unkindly do the Monthly Reviewers call the Mi- 
niſters at this Meeting Inqur/itors-General þ f 
An 


+ Monthly Review for July, P. 93. 
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, 
And is there not a Spice of the ſame Injuſtice 
in adding preſently after, that they (theſe Mi- 
niſters) decreed in Favour of Mr Hextal? Had 
the Reviewers indeed forgotten in leſs than a Page 
that they had declared that one of Mr Hexta!'s 
Friends wrote to Dr Gibbons © deſiring that he 
« and the other Miniſters would uſe their 
« good Offices to accommodate Matters?“ 
The meeting of the Miniſters with Mr 

Hextal's Opponents, and at the ſame Time 
one of his Friends from Northampton, being 
broken up after having a ſecond Time adviſed 
the Acceptance of the Overture of Mr Thorough- 
good's coming among them upon the Terms 
abovementioned, we are now, Sir, to learn 
from the Pamphlet before cited what enſued 
at Northampton. Mr Hextal's Friend, ſays 
„ the Writer, returned to Northampton with 
* this pleaſing Account, and we flattered our- 
ſelves that on the Lord's day following, our 
Affairs would be ſettled in Peace. When 
* the People on that Day were met together, 
Mr Hextal's Friend gave an Account of what 
* had paſſed in the Veſtry at Pinners-Hall, 
« and of the Sentiments of the Gentlemen 
e there concerning our Affairs; but how 
«© were we ſurprized when one of Mr Hextal's 
* Opponents, who was alſo at London, and 
«© preſent in the ſaid Veſtry got up and de- 
« clared that after Mz Hextal's Friend had 
left the Miniſters they changed their Opi- 
e nions, and deſired their Letter might not 
ce be read. The Conſequence of which was, 


« that 
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ee that Mr Hextal was by the Church, or a 
% Majority of it, diſmiſſed as a Paſtor, for 
% we verily believe that if theſe London Gen- 
© tlemen had continued in their former Sen— 
* timents Mr Hexta/ had not been diſmiſſed.*” 

It appears,, Reverend Sir, that the Perſon 

ere referied to was Mr oſeph King, as it is af- 
terwards ſaid in the abovementioned Pamphlet, 
« Mr Jefe hb King declared that there was no 
* Occaiton to read the Letter received from 
te the London Miniſters, as he was commiſſion- 
c ed from theſe very Gentlemen who were 
« preſent with them at Pinners-Hall to ſay, that 
ce they had altered their Opinion, and retracted 
„ what they had ſaid. *” 

Here, my good Friend, appears to be ſome- 
thing very reprehenfible indeed. It ſhould 
ſeem by the Expreſſions, © after Mr Hexta/s 
* fiend left the Miniſters they changed their 
* Opinions,” that we Miniſters ſtayed behind 
after Mr HextaPs Friend was gone, and re- 
veried our Sentiments. Sir, I can be bold 
to ſay that I am perſuaded this Inſinuation 
is the fartheſt from Truth poſſible, that to 
the beſt of my Rememb rance I was one of 
the laſt Perſons in the Veſtry that Day, and 
that I know not, nor ever heard of any ſuch 
Meeting after the withdraw ment of Mr Hextals 
Friend, and much leſs do 1 know of a Re- 
tractation of our Sentiments at ſuch a Meet- 

: ing. 
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ing. But to demonſtrate to you, dear Sir, 
my Integrity and Innocence in the matter, I 
inquired of Mr Wilkinſon of Northampton in 
Fuly laſt, what Ground there was for the De- 
claration of Mr King (according to what is 
ſaid in the Pamphlet) that he was commiſſion- 
ed from the Miniſters at Pinners-Hall to ſay to 
the Church at Northampton that they had al- 
tered their Opinion, and retracted what they 
had ſaid, for that I knew not of ſuch a Change, 
and conſequently could not but be ſtruck with 
ſuch a Declaration. Mr Wilkinſon replied, that 
the Matter was miſrepreſented in the Pam- 
phlet, and accordingly in a few Days after I 
received a Letter from Mr Toſeph King upon 
this Head, which Letter is now before me, and 
is as follows, 


Northampton, July 15, 
Reverend S1R, 


I Am informed by Mr W:/kin/on that ſome 
Converſation paſſed between you and him 
about that Aſſertion of the Pamphlet, that I 


informed the Church after my Return to 


Northampton, that I had Authority from the 
London Miniſters to aſſure the Church that the 
Miniſters had changed their Opinion. This, 
Sir, is very falſely repreſented. I only faid 
that I ſaw ſome of the Miniſters in the Even- 
ing after having ſeen them in the Pinners- 
Hall-Veſtry, and that they acknowledged that 
the Affair appeared in a different Light from 
Mr Taylor's and my Repreſentation, than it 
did from Mr Ruſdellss, &c. FO 

Mr 
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Mr King afterwards gives me the Names 
of the Miniſters then preſent, and I am very 
poſitive that but one of the Three, (for Three 
only are mentioned) was preſent at the Pin- 
ners-Hall Meeting, though the Number there 
muſt have been little, if at all, ſhort of a 
Dozen. 


Now, my dear Brother, think with your- 
ſelf how little Ground there is, according to 
this Letter, for affirming that the Minifters at 
Pinners Hall had changed their Sentiments, and 
that any Perſons, or Perſon were authorized 
to declare that they had reverſed their Opinion, 
if only one of them ſaid no more than that 
the Affair appeared in a different Light by a 
new Repreſentation? Does this amount to 
a Revocation of the Advice that: had been 
given? A Matter may appear in a different 
Light from a freſh Account of it, and yet a 
Perſon may not have a ſufficient Reaſon to al- 
ter any Judgment that he may have given con- 
cerning it. It is to be conſidered before 
ſuch a Revolution takes Place what Credit is 
to be paid to a new Relation, and in Caſe the 
utmoſt Credit 1s due to 1t, whether this differ- 
ent Exhibition of an Affair is ſo eſſentially dif- 
ferent from a former as to induce a total 
Change of Opinion. 

However, Sir, of all this I was utterly igno- 
rant till I received the above cited Letter from 
Mr King. 

And now may I not aſk the Queſtion in 
what am I to blame? What Occaſion have I 

| ts given 
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Sven to any Perſons to charge me with Dupli- 
city, or Malevolence? And yet, Sir, if you was 
to conſider me in the Light in which the Monthly 
Reviewers have held me up to the Public you 
would find it hard, however partial to your 
Friend, to clear me of ſomething very like In- 
ſincerity, and Unkindneſs to a Brother in the 


Miniſtry, Theſe Gentlemen in their Review 


for Fuly give an Account of- the Pamphlet we 
have ſo frequently referred to, and in that 
Account make ſome Extracts from, if I may 
ſo denominate it, my pacific Letter, but in 
the next Page they tell the World, © that Mr 
« Hextal's Friend, thinking the London Miniſ- 
te ters incapable of ſuch double Dealing, that is, 
ein ſo ſhort a Time, and without any No- 
* tice to Mr Hextal or his Friends giving, and 
© reſcinding their Opinion, wrote to Dr Gibbons 
„ to know whether they had changed their 
« Sentiments, and why? But the Doctor did 
*« not vouchſafe an Anſwer, a Circumſtance 


* which requires no Comment.” Upon this 
Charge, as falſe as Falſhood could make it, 1 


wrote a Letter to the Reviewers, and defired 


them to turn to the Pamphlet, where they would 


find that it was another Perſon, and not my- 


ſelf to whom the Letter was written, and I ad-" 
r ded, that for them to inſert my Name in the 
« Room of another muſt be deemed at leaſt. 
e Mark of very reprehenſible Inattention, 


e but that it was moſt, unhappy for me that 
e my Name ſhould ſtand where they had 
e placed it, as the Miſnomer might lead the 


cc World, comparing this laſt Conduct With 


* the Extracts from my affectionate Letter 
« glven 
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given by the Reviewers in the preceding 
Page) to believe that I had played a double 
« Part, or at leaſt that there was not that Sin- 
* cerity in me which became a Miniſter of 
Truth and Righteouſneſs.” Theſe Gentlemen 
did me the Juſtice in the next Mcnthly Revieno, 
that of Auguſt, to acquaint the Public, (they are 
their own Words,) © that they had received a 
Letter from Dr Gibbons in which he had 
“fully exculpated himſelf from the Charge 
“ implied in the fourth Paragraph of Page the 
te gath in our Review of July laſt.” They add, 
« We are ſorry for the Miſnomer which hap- 
c pened, whether through the Tranſcriber's 
« Miſtake, or a {lip of the Preſs, in the Paſſage 
referred to, and accordingly we take the ear- 


e lieſt Opportunity of doing Juſtice to the 
&« Doctor. 


I ſent with my Letter to the Reviewers a 
Vindication of myſelf from the Charge of 
changing my Sentiments as to the Propolals of 
Peace by Mr Thoroughg:0d's going down to 
Northampton, and alſo the Quotation from Mr 
King'sLetter which I have now given, but, not- 
withſtanding the Authors of the Review mult 
know that I muſt ſuffer the Pain of a Month's 
Crucifixion of my Reputation without any 
poſſible Redreſs purely by their Inſertion of my 
Name for that of another Perſon in ſuch pe- 
culiar Circumſtances of Diſadvantage to my 
Character, yet they declined printing tae 
Whole of my Letter, though I told them I 
expected it from them; and thus have laid 


B me 
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me under the Neceſſity of the preſent Publi- 
cation. 


As the Monthly Reviewers have thus taken the 
Freedom to exhibit me to the World in a 
Light not moſt favourable to my Integrity, 
though you ſee by this Time without any Sha- 
dow of Reaſon, ſo they have not failed to 
brand me with Malevolence or Bigotry, or 
ſomething like thoſe foul Diſhonours of the 
Chriſtian Name, upon the Suppoſition that I 
retracted my Opinion according to the Repre- 
ſentation given in the Northampton Pampblet ; 
and in the Height of their Zeal, they de- 
te clare that theſe Bigots are a Diſgrace to their 
« Maſter Caluin, that they palm upon him 
te Doctrines which he did not believe, or draw 
te Inferences from them which he never thought 
© of——Nay they add, thefe Miniſters did not 
ct ſurely ſign a Petition to Parliament praying 
* to be delivered from all Impoſitions of Con- 
&« ſcience and Perſecution on Account of Re- 
« ligion? Yes they did. And yet ſuch Men 
« are for ever impoſing their Sentiments, and 
ce delivering over to Poverty, and a Priſon, 
« yea, to the Devil himſelf, all who cannot 
t {ubcribe to their Creed &. 


As to theſe and ſuch like Cenſures you will 
perceive, Sir, as they are drawn from Premiſes 
which were not true, that is, the Revocation 
of my Sentiments, and thereby'the Excluſion 
of Mr Hextal from his Paſtorſhip, that they of 
* Monthly Review for July, P. 94. 
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Courſe fall to the Ground; but yet permit me 
to add that the Infinuations of Calvin's being 
my Maſter, and my delivering over to Poverty, 
and a Priſon, and to the Devil himſelf all who 
cannot ſubſcribe to my Creed are as diame- 
trically oppoſite to the whole Tenor of my 
Life, and it may therefore be charitably judged 
from my inward ' Diſpoſition, as Light is to 
Darkneſs, and that I declare I own no other 
Maſter in Religion but my Lord and Saviour, 
and that it has been my ſincere Endeavour to 
follow him in wiſhing and doing Good to all 
as far as 1t has been in my Power, not deliver- 
ing my Neighbours to Poverty, but reſcuing 
them from 1t, or ſupporting them under it, 
not delivering my Fellow-Creatures to a Priſon, 
but viſiting them in it, in which kind Office 

rhaps no Diſſenting Miniſter has more 
abounded than myſelf; and not delivering over 
Souls to the Devil, but exerting myſelf to the 
utmoſt for their Everlaſting Salvation. 1 ap- 
peal for the Truth of what I ſay to a more than 
thirty Tears public Character and Miniſtry, 


And now, my dear Friend, I ſhall conclude 
my Letter, which has almoſt inſenſibly been 
drawn out to a Length beyond what I expected. 
Had it not been for the falſe injurious Things 
that have been ſaid upon this matter, even to the 
diſadvantage of the Doctrinal Principles I have 
adopted, and which in my Conſcience I be- 
lieve to be the Truths of the Goſpel, and the 
Regard that is due to my moral Character, as 


my Uſefulneſs as well as Comfort may in great 
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Meaſure depend upon an unſpotted Reputa- 
tion, I ſhould not have made this Appeal to 
the Public. I have ſome conſiderable Time 
purpoſed to make it, but not till after no ſmall 
Delay, and with much Reluctance have I ac- 
compliſhed my Deſign, in which I know I ſhall 
gratify your Wiſhes, as well as wipe off the 
Aſperſions that have been moſt undeſervedl 

caſt. upon me. I have not miſrepreſented a 


ſingle Fact, but have only called in honeſt 


Truth to the Aid of injured Innocence. 


J am, Reverend and Dear Sir, 


— 


Your moſt Affectionate Friend and Servant, 


London, 2 
November = 1775, Thomas Gibbons. 


